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Historie RC Praha

k Rotary International je celosvétovou organizaci vedoucich osobnosti
roznych povoldani, kleré prosazuji vysoké etické zdsady a napomdhai
vytvéteni vzajemné dOvéry a slusnosti ve spoleénosti. Rotariani pfipravu-
ii a organizuji projekty humanitarniho, vychovného nebo kuliurniho
zaméfeni. Organizace, kterd v roce 2005 slavi 100 let od svého zalo-
Zeni, ma dnes vice nez 1,2 milionu &lend, sdruzenych ve 32 292 klu-
bech, pisobicich ve 168 zemich.

Kdyz v roce 1905 zakladdal Paul Harris v Chicagu prvni Rotary klub,
jisté ani on sam netusil, ze idedly, kieré mu dal do vinku, oslovi tisice lidi
na celém svété a stanou se podnétem k vytvofeni celosvétové organiza-
ce. Trvalo Ifi roky, nez byl zalozen druby Rotary klub v San Francisku, po
péti letech pak vzrostl poet klubd na Sestndct. Jedté pred vypuknutim
prvni svétové vdlky vznikly prvni Rotary kluby v Kanadé a ve Velké Bri-
tanii. Po skonceni prvni svétové vdlky se pak rotariénské myslenky zaca-
ly sifit do demokratickych zemi Evropy, mezi kieré se zafadila i nové

vzniklg Ceskoslovenskd republika.

Antonin  Sum -
zaklédajici
dent RC Praha /
founding president
of RC Prague

prezi-

RC Prague - First years

Rotary International is a worldwide organization made up of leading
personalities from different professions and businesses. Rotarians seek to
maintain high ethical standards and strive to establish an environment of
mutual confidence in the society. Rotarians prepare and organize many
projects of humanitarian, educational or cultural character. This organi-
zation, which in the year 2005 celebrates 100 years since its foundati-
on, counts nowadays more than 1.2 million members, organized in
32,292 clubs, acting in 168 countries.

When in the year 1905 Paul Harris founded the first Rotary club in Chi-
cago, he surely did not anticipate that the ideals on which it was founded
will address thousands of people in the whole world and will give an
impulse to create a worldwide organization. It lasted 3 years before the
second Rotary club was founded in San Francisco, after 5 years the num-
ber rose to 16. Still before the outbreak of the first world war, first Rotary
clubs were founded in Canada and in Great Britain. After the end of first
world war, the ideals of Rotary spread to the democratic countries of con-
tinental Europe, including the newly formed Czechoslovak republic.

O cestg, kterd vedla k zalozeni RC Praha jako prvniho Rotary
klubu v Ceskoslovensku, se dochovalo svédectvi osoby nejpovolangj-
§i, zakladajiciho prezidenta klubu Dr. Antonina Suma (1877-1947).
Jeho vzpominku, uvefejnénou v roce 1929 v Casopise Ceskosloven-

sky rotarian, pfetiskujeme ve zkrdceném znéni.

Jak byl zaloZen Rotary v Ceskoslovensku

Jako mnohé jiné veliké instituce pivodu amerického, bylo hnuti Rotary
§irsi evropské vefejnosti pfed vdlkou pomérné mdlo zndmo. Jedinou
vyjimkou byly Velka Britanie, kde jiz dFive hnuti Rotary zapustilo kofeny
a zahy rozvinulo se v autonomni organizaci t. zv. ,Svaz klubd Rotary pro
Velkou Britanii a Irsko”, spolupracujici oviem intensivné a v plném soula-
du s americkym Ustiedim Rotary v Chicagu.

Za valky a po vdlce sluzba povolala do Evropy mnoho Ameridand,
kiefi by jinak sotva se kdy dostali pfes ocedn ,turisticky”. Mezi America-
ny tohoto druhu bylo téZ dosti Rotaridnd, ktefi instinktivng citili pottebu i
mozZnosti stvofiti rotaridnské ovzduli v mistech, kde posobili. Tito ameri&
ti Rotaridni po navratu do vlasti dali podnét k pfeneseni hnuti do zemi
evropskych, a to nejprve do stdtd spojeneckych, kde se piesvédcili
o piiznivych podminkdch pro tuto extenéni akei.

Kdyz se prvni krok na podé evropské setkal s Ospéchem ve Francii,
Spanélsku, Holandsku, Belgii, Svycarsku a ltdlii, piijat byl dal3i navrh na
rozdifeni bnuli na skupinu statd sttedoevropskych, pfi cemz Francie pfi-
mlouvala se viele zvla3t za Ceskoslovensko.

K usnadnéni extenéni prace v Evropé zfizena byla Ofadovna zvlditai-
ho mezindrodniho zmocnénce Rotary se sidlem v Curychu, jim ustano-
ven byl Rolarian 1€lem a dudi Fred W. Teele. A ,Fred”, jenz nikdy pred-
tim v Evropé nebyl, nebof jeho povoldni vztahovalo se dosud pouze na
Mexiko, vyslén byl k prozkoumani pody v Ceskoslovensku.

Kdyz pfijel do Prahy, obrdtil se zprvu na amer. gen. konsula S. Winan-
se. Mr. Winans poskyll Mr. Teele-mu nejenom veskeru dfedni a spole-
censkou pomoc, nybrz hned se piblasil za kandidata élenstvi pro pii-
pad, Zze dojde v Praze k zaloZeni klubu Rotary.

Okolnost tato, svédgici o seriosnosti akce Teelovy, neobyéejné pro-
spéla pfipravnému komitétu pro zaloZeni klubu v Praze, nebof bylo
mozno poukdzati, Ze mezi pfihlaSenymi cleny jest jiz americky gen. kon-
sul Winans, ktery se 183il v Gfednich i spolecenskych kruzich prazskych
veliké vaznosti.

Prvni cesty ,Fredovy” vedly jednak k Dr. A. Sumovi, vzhledem k jeho
predchozim dlouholetym stykdm anglickym a americkym, jednak k leg.
radovi Janu Masarykovi {pozdsiji &. vyslanci v Londyné); oba posobili
tehdy v ministerstvu zahr. véci a znali dobfe z vlastniho nazoru veliky
vyznam a doleZitost hnuti Rotary v Americe, kdez byl Rotaridnem i teh-
dejii president Spojenych Statd Harding.

leg. rada Masaryk se svolenim pana presidenta usporédal pak 14.
24 1924 na hradé prazském na pocest Mr. Teeleho prvni informacni
schozi o Rotary, kieré se zo&ashili: osob. tajemnik pana presidenta John
Crane {Ameri¢an), Dr. J. Hod&¢, V. Hyka, Ing. Klier (tehdejsi president
Masarykovy Akademie Prace), leg. Rada Jan Masaryk {jako hostitel),
inz. B.J.Pech, InZ. Jaroslav Podhajsky, Dr. A.Sum a tovarnik Waldes. Mr.
Teele zposobem jemu vlastnim posobivé vyligil historii, cile i vyznam hnoti

po strance stykd mezindrodnich. Viichni piitomni tehdy odnesli si dojem,
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ze zalozen! klubu Rotary v Praze mize byti prosp&iné pro nds nérod.
Toho velera stalo se téz rozhodnuti pokraovati v pracich piipravnych a
zapoditi se schizkami interesentd. Tyto se staly pravidelnymi od 21. pro-
since 1924, kdy zvoleno bylo zatimni organizaéni komité, jemuz dosta-
lo se pak mezinarodntho uzndni, jakozto oficielnimu orgdnu Rotary pro
Ceskoslovensko.

Hned prvni schizky Rotary svoldvané do Anglického klubu (Praha il
Novodvorskd ul. 1) vynikaly zvid3t srdednym a intimnim ovzduiim a vaz-
nym uvédoménim si vysokého cile, jejz mé&li na mysli viichni Gcastnici.
S poéatku panovala jistd averse proti pfedepsanym veéefim, i poddval
se misto nich &aj se zdkusky, pozdéji pfeilo se na pokrmy hodnotnéjsi,
pripravované (velmi chutné!) choti kustoda Anglického klubu. (Tehdy zis-
kaly slavnou povést videfiské fizky jako nérodni rotaridnské jidlo).

Pfes nedosti piihodné volené misto schizek rostl pocet G&astnikis veli-
ce rychle pfibirdnim pfétel &lend pivodnich, z nichz pak vytvoil se kadr
hlavnich a vedoucich pracovnika.

Velmi zahy (2. prosince 1924) pfikrodil pFipravny vybor ze pomoci
Rotaridna inz. Sykory k vypracovani systematické zakladny kiasifika&ni,
k niz organizaéni komitét mél bréti zietel pfi dopliiovdni fad &lenskych.

Inaugurace klubu konala se slavnostéjgim zpisobem v Obecnim
domé dne 14. z4Ff 1925 za vedeni zvlaimiho zmocnénce Mezindrodni-
ho Rotary Freda Teeleho a za pFitomnosti pfedepsanych 25 &lend.

Konecné 19. fijna 1925 dostalo se prazskému kiubu dlouho oeka-
vaného mezinarodniho uzndnf jako fadného ¢lena svétové rodiny rotari-
anské pod éislem 2143. Nato (dne 1. listopadu 1925) konala se slavnost
odevzdani zakladajici listiny za piitomnosti Freda Teeleho v zastoupeni
Mezinérodniho Rotary v Chicagu a za Géasti rotaridnskych hosti z Ang-
lie, Svycarska, Rakouska, ltdlie i Ameriky.(pozn.red.: Mezi témito hosty
byl napitklad Fred Molloy z Velké Britanie, ktery dekoroval pedsedu
nového kiubu darem RC Doncaster, zlatym Fetézem s emblémem Rotary.
O mésic pozdéji, 7. prosince 1925, piedal v hotelu de Saxe, Hybernské
ul. 2, &eskoslovenskym rotaridndm klubovou viajku generdini sekretdf
Rotary International, Chesley R. Perry, jeden z nejblizsich spolupracovni-
ko P. Harrise.).

Kdyz pak 11. ledna 1926 prazsky klub byl uzndn i zemskou spravou
politickou za legding existujici korporaci na pidé Ceskoslovenské, ote-
vielo se mladému nasemu hnuti nicim neomezené pole sirokych a kras-
nych perspektiv.

Z Gst Amerigani sly3eli jsme nejednou, ze Ceskoslovensko zdd se by
nadobyéej vhodnou pidou, v niz zuslechténé simé Rotary mize vydati

krasné plody k uzitku celého rotaridnského svéta.

The path leading to the foundation of RC Prague as the first Rotary
club in Czechoslovakia was described in the best way by the most
qualified insider, the founding club president Antonin Sum. His recol-
| lection, published in the year 1929 by the magazine The Czechoslo-

vak Rotarian, are reprinted in a shortened version:

How Rotary came to be established in Czechoslova-

kia

Like many sther great institutions of American origin, the Rotary

Fovement was relatively little known to the broader Eurspean public

nefore the war. The only exception wos Great Betain whers the Rolary

sement taok reot earlier and soon evelved into an avtonomous oiga-
ntzotion known as the "Association of Rotary Clubs for Groat Britain and
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Ireland”, which, however, closely and fully co-operated with the U.S.
Rotary Headquarters in Chicago.

During and after the war, duty called for the presence in Europe of
many Americans who otherwise hardly would have crossed the Ocean
as "tourists”. Amang these Americans there were also quite a few Rotari-
ans who, being compelled to spend longer periods in Europe observed
their new environment through their Rotarian eyes and instinctively felt
both the urge and opportunity to establish a Rotarian environment on
their missions. Upon their repatriation these American Rotarians gave
impetus to transferring the movement into the European countries, initial-
ly to the Allied Nations where they had made many bosom friends and
discerned through their personal experience the existence of conditions
conducive to such extension.

Having encountered successes of their initial European moves in Fran-
ce, Spain, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland and ltaly, they embraced the
idea of expanding the movement to Central Europe, with France warmly
promoting especially Czechoslovakia.

In order to facilitate the extension efforts in Europe, a Special Rotary
International Envoy set office in Zurich. He was Mr. Fred W. Teele, an
extremely adept and dexterous extension worker, and a Rotarian to his
flesh and bone, who previously had not been to Europe as his mission
until then had been limited to Mexico; and he was now asked to prove
the ground in Czechoslovakia.

Upon his arrival in Prague he first contacted the U.S. Consul General,
Mr. S. Winans. Mr. Winans accorded all the possible official and social
assistance to Mr. Teele and actually applied for membership provided a
Rotary Club is established in Prague. This development, an evidence of
the sincerity of Teele's action, stood in good stead to the committee that
prepared the establishment of a club in Prague inasmuch it was possible
to point out the participation, among the applicant members, of the U.S.
Consul General, Mr. Winans, who commanded considerable respect in
Prague’s official and social circles.

"Fred's" first visits were to Dr. A. Sum because of his long-term British
and U.S. contacts, and Legal Advisor Jan Masaryk (who later served as
Czechoslovak Ambassador to London and became Foreign Minister
after World War l1}); both men then served with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and were acutely aware of the enormous impact and importance
of the Rotary Movement in the United States whose President, [Warren
G.] Harding was a Rotarian.

With the President’s consent and in honour of Mr. Teele, Jan Masaryk
called an inifial informative Rotary meeting at Prague Castle on 14 Sep-
tember 1924 attended by: John Grane, President Toma3 Garrigue Masa-
ryk’s American-born personal secretary; Dr. J. Hodég; V. Hyka; Ing. Klier
(President of the Masaryk Academy of Labour); Jan Masaryk (who hos-
ted the meeting); B. J. Pech; Jaroslav Podhaijsky; Dr. A. Sum; and the indu-
strialist Waldes. Mr. Teele impressed his audience by his account of the
history, objectives and international significance of the movement. All
those present at the meeting left assured that the existence of a Rotary
Club in Prague would be a great benefit.

The decision was taken on that evening to go ahead with the prepa-
ratory works and commence meetings of interested persons. The mee-
tings were put on regular footing on 21 December 1924 with the electi-
on of a provisional organizing committee which would later gain inter-
national recognition as the official Rotary organ for Czechoslovakia.

From the outset, the Rotary meetings in the English Club were both cor-
dial and informal, yet fully informed by the noble mission that was the
foremost objective of all their participants. Initially there was a degree of
aversion against the mandatory dinners, ond tea and biscuits were ser-
ved instead before the wife of the English Club Custodian took up the
chore of serving more valuable foad.

Participation grew rapidly as the original members took on board their
friends that together formed the cadre of leaders and chief executives.
The lectures on which the first evenings hinged were so powerful they
ignited both interest and fervour among thase about to set up a new
organization, so condid and open ihey were by nature.

Within o very short period {2 December 1924), the Preparatory Com-

it

e azsisted by the Ratarion Sykora embarked upan the formulation of
a systemutic dussification order to be considered by the Crganizing
Committee in widening the membership of the club,



The Club was inavgurated in o rather auspicious way in the Minicipal
House on 14 September 1925 under the guidance of Internotional Roia-
ry Special Envoy Fied Teele in the presence of the mandatory quorum of
25 members.

At long last, on 19 October 1925, the Prague Rotary Club was awar-
ded the long-awaited international recognition as a fully-fledged member
of the World Rotary Family, registration number 2143. Shortly afterwords
{on 1 November 1925] the instruments of foundation were formally pre-
sented in the presence of Fred Teele {representing Chicago Internotional
Rotary) and Rotarian guests from Englond, Switzerland, Austria, lialy as
well as America {including Fred Molloy who presented the chairman of
the new club with an RC Doncaster gift of a gold chain with Rotary
emblems).

When the national political administration recognized the Prague Club
as a corporation existing on Czechoslovak soil on 11 January 1926,
brand new vistas of wide and beautiful goals opened before our young
movement.

We have often heard the Americans say that Czechoslovakia seems to
be a very fertile ground on which the cultivated seeds of the Rotary will
bring out their fruit in season for the good of the whole Rotarian world.

Prvni roky

Poget Elend RC Praha postupné rostl, v roce 1926 mél 63 &end, do
roku 1932 se pocet rozrostl na 103 ¢lend. Cleny klubu se postupné stala
fada osobnosti vefejné spravy, podnikatelskych kruhd a svobodnych
povoldni, z nichz mbZeme jmenovat na piiklad architekia Bohumila
Hibschmana, bratry Milode a Véclava Havlovy & novindfe Berty Zena-
tého . Cestnymi Eleny klubu se stali prazsky primator Karel Baxa, Jan
Masaryk a Cechoamerian J. Vlgek, &len RC Cleveland, kiery pravidel-
né zajizdél do Prahy a daroval klubu rotariansky zvon. Z dobrovolnych
pispévkl &lend byl zaloZen fond, z néhoz byly poskytovény pispévky
potiebnym. Byl také zaloZen komitét pro praci mezi hochy, ktery pravi-
delné finanéné podporoval skautsky oddil €islo 18, pomahal organizo-
vat jeho kaZdoroéni letni tabor a nechal pro skauty postavit srub v koko-
finskych lesich. Kazdoro&né& byl potaddn Ladies-Day, o jehoz vysoké
spolegenské drovni svédeiito, Ze jako Gbor rotariand byl predepsan smo-
king. Smoking byl rovnéz pozadovdn na slavnostni schize, na nich byli
prijimani novi ¢lenové. Byly viak také organizovany tak zvané brambo-
rové pikniky na Mélnicku. Clenové klubu se aklivné podileli na zakladd-
ni dalsich Rotary klubd, z nichz prvni vznikl v Karlovych Varech, dali pak
v Hradci Krdlové, Pardubicich, Plzni, Brné a Bratislave. Od roku 1931
sidlil klub v Obecnim domg, kde od roku 1932 existovala také spole&nd
kanceldf klubu a distriktu.

Od zfizeni samostatného Eeskoslovenského distriktu &islo 66 v roce

1927 bylo mezi 11 ptedvdlenymi guvernéry 7 &lend RC Praha.

Zivot Klubu ve dvacdtych a fricatych letech snad nejlépe popsal jeho pre-
zident z roku 1937/38 Vdaclav M. Havel {1897-1979, otec dnes jiz byva-
lého prezidenta CR Vaclava Havla) ve své knize Mé vzpominky (kniha

byla napsana kolem roku 1970, vydla v roce 1991), ze kieré citujeme:

.Clenem Rotary klubu Praha jsem se stal nedlouho po jeho zaloZeni
v 2 1925. Od svého pfijeti za Elena klubu byl jsem jeho pilnym nav-
Stévovatelem aZ do zaniku této organizace u nds ndstupem socialismu.
Za okupace byla &innost Rotary zastavena. Dnes nds byvalych rotaridnd
Zije jiz jen hrstka. Moje prvni klasifikace byla ,obchod radiopfijimaéi”.
V dobg, kdy jsem byl pfijiman do Rotary,, mdj bratr Milos a jé jsme pravé

zalozili firmu Radio Lucerna. Brzy po svém pfijeli jsem pfinesl, vlastiné

i s montérem pfivezl, americky bateriovy superhet s rdmovou anténou do
schize rotaridno. Piijem zvuku nejen z Kbel, ale i z PafiZe se nam zdafil.
Vyndlez vzbudil zejména mezi stariimi pdny nesmirny obdiv. Vzdyf
tehdy jeité bylo skoro neuvéfitelné slyset volné v misinosti srozumitelnd
slova a hudbu. Aviak netrvalo dlouho a pozddal jsem o zménu klasifi-
kace pro obor mné bliz3i. Zapocal jsem totiZ tehdy vystavbu zahradni
&tvrti Barrandov. Md novd Klasifikace byla ,real estate”. Do svych omys-
10 zpfistupnit Gzemi Na Habrové nad Barrandovou skdlou jsem zasvétil
prazské rotaridny na pikniku, ktery jsem uspofddal na hfebenu Habrové
v den, kdy se pravidelné konala nase spoleénd veefe.. Tehdy jeite
nevedla na Habrovou 24dnd silnice, ze slivenecké silnice na misto pikni-
ku bylo tfeba doijit pésky. Pikniku se zoEastnilo asi 70 rotariang. V pozdéj
Sich letech, kdy byly na Barrandové jiz v provozu Terasy, konal Rotary
klub Praha v letich mésicich své pravidelné vecete v pavilonu budovy
Teras. Ve Sladkovského sale Obecniho domu se konal kazdoroéné Ladi-
es-Day, kdy kazdy rotarign mél pfivést svou manzelku - pokud ji mél a
pokud chigla. Kazdy rok se také konala schize za 0¢asti chlaped. Rota-
rian mél pravo piivést svého syna nebo syna svého pritele. Mélo se tak
véas pamatovat na rotaridnsky dorost. Ja tehdy jedt& syny nemél nebo
jesté byli détmi. V Rotary jsem poznal fadu vyznaénych a ve vefejnosti
zndmych osobnosti z roznych obord &innosti. Rad bych viak zddraznil,
ze nase kluby nemély raz klubo obchodnikd, jak se to nékdy tradovalo.
Mezi ¢leny se vyznamné uplatiiovali predni intelektudlové, kulturni a
védelti pracovnici - jejich prednasky byly nejoblibengjsi. Musim vzpo-
menout jedté jedné uddlosti z mého rotaridnského Zivota, a to mé pred-
sednické funkce. Bylo to v roce 1937, &tyFicdtém roce mého Zivola. Rota-
ry klub Praha byl ve svém nejvétiim rozvoiji. Pfirozené jsem mél zdjem
nezadat si v této estné funkci se svymi pfedchidci, prevazné zkusenymi
fecniky a vaZenymi osobnostmi. Ponévadz jsem nikdy nebyl dobrym feé-
nikem, snazil jsem se ziskdvat vyznamné nebo zajimavé prednasede.
Aviak dva dny po mych &tyficatych narozenindch mi pFipadl Gkol velmi
tézky a smutny. V den, kdy se konala nase schize, zemfel prvni president
nadi republiky T. G. Masaryk. Projev jsem si nemé&| &as pfipravit a musel
jsem ho uinit za vieobecné tisné a dojeti. Byla to pro mne posledni
velkd uddlost v rotaridnském Zivo-

v

te.

V. M. Have/
prezidént RC Praha 1937/38

First years

The number of club members grevs to 63 in 1926, in the year 1932 it
reached 106 members. Its members become many leading personalities
of different professions and businesses. The mayor of Prague Karel Baxo
and ambassador Jan Masaryk {son of the first Czechoslovak president)
became honorary club members, as well as Czech-American J VIzek
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{member of RC Cleveland), who visited Prague regularly and donated to
the club a Rotarian bell.

From member’s donations a foundation for support of the needful was
founded. Also a committee for the work with boys was formed, which sup-
ported a boy's scouts unit and also built for them a log-cabin outside Pra-
gue.

Every year a ladie’s Day was organized in the Municipal House, as
well as potato baking picnics in the countryside.

The club members actively helped to found other Rotary clubs, first in
Karlovy Vary, then in Pardubice, Pilsen, Brno and Bratislava.

Since 1932 the official seat of RC Prague became the Municipal
House, where also the common club and district office was placed.

After the formation of Czechoslovak Rotary district 66 in the year
1927, out of 11 pre-war district governors, 7 were members of RC Pra-
gue.

Probably the best description of the club life in the twenties and
thirties can be found in the book My memories, written by
V.M.Havel (1897-1979, father of former czech president Vaclav
Havel), club president in 1937/38 {the book was written about
1970, published in 1991)

| became member of Rotary club Prague scon after its foundation in
September 1925. Since my induction as club member, | became its fre-
quent visitor till the winding-up of this organization after the start of the
socialist era. During the time of German occupation the activity of Rota-
ry was interrupted. In these days only a handfull of former Rotarians are
still alive.

My first classification was ,radio business”. In the time of my induction
to Rotary, myself and my brother Milo$ founded the firm Radio Lucerna.
Soon after my induction | {to be exact myself with a technician) brought
to a club meeting an American battery-feeded superhet with a frame
antenna. The sound-reception not only from Prague but also from Paris
was succesful. The invention was immensly admired especially by the
older gentlemen. At that time it was nearly unbelievable to hear in the
room distantly spoken words and music.

Not much later | asked to have my classification changed to ,real esta-
te”. | developed a plan to build a new township at the hill above the Bar-
randov rock. To have the fellow Rotarians acquainted with this project |
organized a picnic at the hill top. At that fime no road existed to the hill,
so that all about 70 participants had to climb the hill by foot. In the later
years, when the Barrandov terrace restaurant was opened, Rotary club
Prague organized regular club dinners there during summer months.

At the Municipal House (regular club meeting place), every year a
Ladies_ Day was organized, to which every club member brought his
wife. Every year also a boy’s meeting took place, to which every mem-
ber could bring his son or his friend s son. This was a form how to take
care of the new generation of Rotary. My sons however were too small
to attend.

In Rotary I learned to know many prominent and publicly known per-
sonalities. | would like to point out that Rotary clubs were not business-
men clubs, as it was sometimes told. Very many intellectuals, personaliti-
es of culture and science took part in the club life and their lectures were
most popular.

I'have to mention one more event from my Rotary life. | became club
president in 1937 when | was 40 years old. At that time,Rotary club Pra-
gue was in his best years. Naturally [ did not want to be overshadowed
by my predecessors, mostly important personalities and experienced ora-
tors. Being not a good orator, | tried instead to invite interesting guests as
lecturers. However, two days after my fortieth birthday, | had to face a
very sad task. At the day of our club meeting, the first president of Cze-
choslovakia T.G Masaryk died. | had no time to prepare a speech and
oill | had to deliver it, being deeply touched. This was the last great event
in my Rotarian life.

Mnichov a druhd svétova valka

Zhorsovani politické situace v Evropé koncem fiicatych let negativné

zasahlo také do velmi Gspésného rozvoje rotaridnského hnuti v Cesko-
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slovensku. V prvni fazi se zaaly komplikovat do 1 doby velmi intenzivni
mezindrodni kontakty. Vybor pro &eskoslovensko-ndmecko-rakouskou
spolupraci, jehoz hlavnimi organizdtory byli praziti rotariani Krulis
Randa a Uhrmann, ukonéil svou &innost pocdtkem roku 1938, poté co v
srpnu 1937 bylo Rotary v Némecku po nékolikaletém prondsledovani
definifivné zakazano. V tomtéz obdobi se rozesel jeité pred udalenim
chartru némecky mluvici Rotary kiub v liberci. Charakteristické pro situa-
civté dobé je stanovisko némecky mluviciho RC Usti nad tabem, ktery
v dubnu 1938 rozhod! o svém rozputéni s oddvodnénim , ze po Sesti
letech se nepodafilo naplnit rotarignsky cil vzéjemného porozuméni,
nebot k tomu &enové klubu nenasli vzajemnost.

Velmi tvrdou ranou pro Rotary bylo podepsani mnichovské dohody
koncem zafi 1938. Shodou okolnosti mél v poslednich zéGfijovych dnech
1938 pfijet do Prahy tehdeji prezident RI George C. Hager. Ten svou
cestu po podpisu mnichovské dohody bez omluvy zrusil a namisto toho,
v duchu britské politiky appeasementu, zaslal blahoprejny telegram Hit-
lerovi, Mussolinimu, Chamberlainovi a Daladierovi, ktery on sdm v
dobovém rotarianském tisku komentoval takto: ,To all 4 statesmen who
met at Munich, | have as president of Rotary International conveyed the
grateful appreciation of 200 000 Rotarians for restoring, through the
conference, confidence and peace.” {,Viem Ctyfem statnikdm, ktefi se
sesli v Mnichovs, jsem poslal ocendni dvou set fisic rotariant za 1o, Ze na
této konferenci obnovili dovéru a mir.”) Toto stanovisko vyvolalo mezi
Ceskoslovenskymi rotaridny velké poboufenti.
zdznam ze schize RC Praha 31.10.1938

(654.schize klubu), na niz se lenové klubu usnesli zaslat prezidentovi

V archivu je uchovan

Rl protest a vyslovit podiv nad zaslénim blahopiejného telegramu. Cle-
nové byli informovani, Ze na protest profi stanovisku vedeni Rotary Inter-
national se rozesly RC Pelhfimov, Zamberk a Vysoké Myto. Klub se
vazné zabyval i ndvrhem opustit fady Rl a zfidit organizaci Ceskoslo-
vensky rotaridn, coz viak nebylo piijato. Clenové rovnéz zahaiili sbirku
na pomoc vystéhovalcdm z pohraniéi.

Po okupaci oklesténého zbytku republiky 15 bfezna 1939 vydalo pro-
tektoratni policejni feditelstvi zavazny pokyn k rozpuiténi viech Rotary
kiubd do 26.8.1939. Den pred timto terminem se &lenové RC Praha
usnesli na ukonceni innosti klubu s tim, e své iméni darovali Jundku. Ten
oviem byl rovnéz krétce poté zakdzan. Nékolika clendim klubu se poda-
filo emigrovat; k nim patfil i pozdsjsi ministr londynské exilové viady Ladi-
slav Feierabend. Rada dal3ich rotariant byla véznéna a jinak prondsle-
dovéna okupacnimi Gfady. Kolem dvou set &lend Ceskych Rotary klubd
bylo véznéno, z toho vice nez polovina zahynula v némeckych koncent-
raénich tdborech nebo na popravistich. Ze 110 &lent RC Praha (dle stavy
vroce 1938) se jich 17 nedozilo konce vélky. Jaké osudy Eekaly na rota-
ridny snad nejlépe ilustruje pipad zakladaijictho &ena RC Praha Jindfi-
cha Waldese. Jindfich Waldes byl vyznamny prazsky podnikatel, maiitel
firmy Kohinoor. Vynalezl a masové vyrabél stiskaci knoflik, jehoz sym-
bolem byl obraz divky s fimto knoflikem misto jednoho oka. Autorem
obrazy byl znémy malit Frantisek Kupka, kterého Jindfich Waldes dlou-
ha léta podporoval a jehoz dila byla zékladem rozsahlé Waldesovy
umélecks sbirky. Po némecké okupaci byl Jindfich Waldes pro svij zidov-
sky povod prondsledovan, podafilo se mu viak za cenuy odevzdani vet
kerého majetku némeckym ufadom ziskat pro sebe a svou rodinu souhlas

s vystehovanim. Na cesté do Ameriky ale bohuzel na lodi zempel.



Munich and the Second World War

The worsening of the political situation in Europe at the end of the thir-
ties had its negative influence on the development of Rotary movement in
Czechoslovakia. In the first place |, the upto then very intensive internati-
onal contacts became more and more complicated. The commitee for
Czechoslovak-German-Austrian cooperation, organized by members of
RC Prague KrulidRarnda and Uhrmann was dissolved in the beginning of
1938, after the final ban of Rotary in Germany in August 1937, following
several years of persecution.

The signing of the Munich agreement in September 1938 was a hard
blow to Rotary (translator’s notice: In Munich,under pressure of Adolf Hit
ler, the participants agreed that the border areas of Czechoslovakia with
German speaking majority would be annexed to Germany) . By coinci-
dence, in the last days of September 1938 the president of Rotary Inter-
national George C. Hager planned a visit of Prague. However, after sig-
nature of the Munich agreement , he cancelled his trip without apology .
Instead, following the British policy of appeasement, he sent a congratu-
lary telegram to Hitler, Mussolini, Chamberlain and Daladier, which he
himself commented in the Rotarian press in the following way: ,To all 4
statesmen who met at Munich, | have as president of Rotary International
conveyed the grateful appreciation of 200 000 rotarians for restoring,
through the conference, confidence and peace.” This statement caused a
deep excitement among Czechoslovak Rotarians.

In the club archives an entry from the meeting of Rotary club Prague
dated 31.10.1938 can be found, where the members voted to send a
protest to the Rl president against the congratulary telegram. The mem-
bers were also informed that three Czech Rotary clubs voted to dissolve
themselves in protest against the attitude of Rl leadership. However, the
club rejected the proposal to leave Rl and to found an independent orga-
nization Czechoslovak Rotarian. The club started to raise money for sup-
port of refugees from German occupied border areas.

After the German occupation of the rest of Czechoslovakia {transla-
tor”s note: March 1939 - formation of Protectorate Bohemia and Mora-
via and formally independent Slovak State), the police issued an order to
dissolve all Rotary clubs until August 1939. On the last possible day
members of RC Prague voted to terminate the club activity and to dona~
te its financial means to the Czech boy scouts. However, this organizati-
on was also forbidden shortly afterwards.

Several club members succeeded to emigrate. One of them was Ladi-
slav Feierabend, who later became member of the Czechoslovak exile
government in London. Many other Rotarians were put in jail or persecu-
ted by the occupation authorities. In total about two hundred Czech Rota-
rians were jailed, out of which more than one half were executed or peris-
hed in German concentration camps. Out of 110 members of RC Prague
{as on 1938}, 17 did not outlive the end of war. The fate of Rotarians can
be shown on the case of Jindfich Waldes, founding member of RC Pra-
gue. Jindiich Waldes was a successful enterpreneur, owner of a big
enterprise Kohinoor and also a famous art collector. After the German
occupation he was persecuted because of his Jewish origin, however he
succeded to obtain an approval to emigrate under condition of handing
over all his property to the German authorities. Unluckily he died on ship
on his way to America.

Obdobi 1945-48 a doba komunistické viady

Cinnost Rotary v Ceskoslovensku byla obnovena ihned po skonceni
druhé svétové vdlky. Prvni schize obnoveného RC Praha se konala
8. fiina 1945 v Cemém pivovare s tim, Ze vedeni klubu z roku 1938
v Cele s pfedsedou JUDr. Theodorem Kopeckym pokragovalo ve své &in-
nosti,

V roce 1947 mél klub 82 ¢&lend. Byla obnovena ptedndikové &innost
a na poli humanitarnim se klub zapojil do rozdélovani vécné pomoci,
kterd pfichdzela do republiky od zahraniénich rotaridns. Cast téchto
dari byla prfedana dobroginnym organizacim, &ast byla rozproddna &le-

nom klubu. Intenzivné se obnovily i zahraniéni kontakty klubu, zejména

vzdajemnymi navitévami rotaridnd. V prosinci 1947 postihla klub ztréta,
kdyz zemrel jeho Eestny clen a prvni predseda JUDr. Antonin Sum.

V dubnu 1947 probéhla v Plzni konference obnoveného distriktu 66
za Ucasti prezidenta Rl Richarda Hedkeho. Ten velmi pozitivné hodnotil
skuteénost, e se v Ceskoslovensku jako v jeding zemi v sovétské sféte
vlivu podafilo obnovit &innost Rotary. Na konferenci mél jeden z hlav-
Pro rok
1947/48 byl do funkce guvernéra uveden ¢len RC Praha Jaroslav Pod-
hajsky, ktery tutéz funkci zastaval jiz v obdobi 1930/31. Dalsi konferen-

nich projevi Jan Masaryk, ministr zahraniénich véci CSR.

ce distrikiu, planovand na rok 1948 do Karlovych Vard, se jiz nekonala
vzhledem k prevzeti moci komunisty.

Komunistické prevzeti moci v Gnoru 1948 mélo pro Rotary katastrofal
ni dosledky. Hned v prvnich mésicich roku 1948 vydalo ministerstvo vnit-
ra piikaz k ukon&eni innosti Rotary s oddvodnénim, ze ,ve spolcich
tohoto druhu jsou sdruzeny elementy reakéniho smysleni, které nenalez-
ty kladného poméru k lidové demokracii”. RC Praha zanikl 28. &ervna
1948 pro Udajny nezdjem clenstva.

V padesdtych letech nasledovalo obdobi tvrdé perzekuce rotariang.
Zavéas se podafilo emigrovat guvernérovi distriktu Jaroslavu Podhajské-
mu a daliim deseti &lendm RC Praha. Pro ostatni byvalé rotariany viak
nastala kritickd doba. Komunistické bezpecnostni organy zabavily archiv
RC Praha a archivy dal3ich kiubg, sestavily seznamy viech élend, jejich
cest do zahrani&i, klubovych ptedndsek a zejména névitév zahranicnich
rotariand v klubech. Na zdkladé toho dospély k zévéru, ze ,Rotary
v dobé své legalni &innosti se zabyvalo prostednictvim svych klubo
vyzrazovanim doleZitych hospoddfskych a vefejnych zdjmd zastupcom
zdpadnich kapitalists”. Komunistické ministerstvo vnitra pak  provedlo
tento zdvér: ,Po zjisténi &innosh, zvldité rdzu a rozsdhlosti stykd se
zahranicim, charakteru vnitini organizace a ffidniho profilu clend jest
Rotary International a jeho slozky v CSR poklddati za organizaci nanej
vy3 nepidtelskou lidové demokratickému ziizeni a viechny jeho &leny za
podezielé z profistati &innosti”. Jak vyplyvd z archivnich materidlt,
orgdny komunistické bezpeénosti zafadily 27 byvalych élend RC Praha
mezi osoby ,aktivné rozpracovévané”, to je sledované. Byly sledovany
i pondélni pratelské schizky nékolika byvalych rotariand v Obecnim
domé, jejich U&astnici byli fotografovéni a pod stil, u néhoz se pravidek

né schazeli, bylo namontovéno odposlechové zatizeni.

The years 1945-48 and the era of communist rule

Immediately after the end of World War |i, the activity of Rotary in
Czechoslovakia was renewed. The first meeting of the renewed RC Pra-
gue took place on October 8th 1945. It was agreed that the club board
and its president Theodor Kopecky, elected in 1938, would continue in
their activity.

In 1947 RC Prague had 82 members. Guest speakers were regularly
invited to the club meetings. The humanitarian activity was mainly con-
centrated on distribution of gifts received from foreign Rotary clubs. The
gifts were partly handed over to charity organizations, partly distributed
directly. The club renewed also its contacts with clubs from other countri-
es, mainly by mutual visits. In December 1947, the club lost its founding
president and honorary member Antonin Sum, who died at the age of
70.

In April 1947, a district conference of the renewed district 66 took
place in Pilsen in the presence of Rl president Richard Hedke. In his spe-
ech president Hedke highly appreciated the fact, that Czechoslovakic
was the only country in the Soviet zone of influence where the activity of
Rotary was restarted. One of the speakers at the conference was Jan
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Masaryk, Czechoslovak minister of foreign affairs. At this conference,
Jaroslav Podhajsky, member of RC Prague, took over as district governor
for the second time, having acted as DG already in 1930/31. The next
district conference, planned for 1948 to Karlovy Vary, could no more
take place.

The communist takeover in February 1948 had fatal consequencies for
Rotary. Already in the first weeks after the takeover, the ministry of interi-
or ordered the activity of Rotary to be terminated with the argumentation
that ,this kind of organizations associate reactionary elements with a
negative attitude to the people’s democracy”. RC Prague terminated its
activity in June 1948,

The fifties were the era of hard persecution of Rotarians, Luckily the
district governor Jaroslav Podhajsky and further ten members of RC Pra-
gue succeeded to emigrate. However, the time became crifical for other
former Rotarians. The communist security confiscated the archive of RC
Prague, as well as archives of other clubs, and on this basis compounded
a list of all members, their trips abroad, speckers at club meetings and
especially a list of foreign visitors at club meetings. They made a conclu-
sion, that ,Rotary during the period of their legal activity revealed impor-
tant economic and political facts to the representatives of Western capi-
talists”. Based on that, the communist ministry of interior made the follo-
wing conclusion: ,Having studied their activities, especially the kind and
extent of their foreign relations, the character and the class-profile of their
members, Rotary International and its structure in Czechoslovakia is to be
considered as an organization highly inimical fo the peoplese democra-
cy and all their members as suspects of anlistate aclivilies.” Nowadays it
was found in the archives that 27 former members of RC Prague were fol-

lowed-up by the state security. Even the friendly meefings of some former
Rotarians in a café were monitored and their partficipants photographed.

Kongres Rotary International 1990 v Portlandu (Oregon, USA) / Rotary
International Convention 1990 in Portland (Oregon, USA)

zprava / from the right: V. Straberger, W. Baschata, J. KoFdn, P Costa,
I. Havel, v pozadi, in the back J. Viba

Soudasnost

Bezprostfedné po skon&eni komunistické viady, jests v prosinci roku
1989, doslo k prvnim kontaktém, vedoucim k obnoveni Rotary klubu
v Praze. BohuZel po vice nez Clyficelileté prestdvee jiz nebylo mozno
pocitat s dfivéjsimi rotariény a bylo tfeba oslovit nové osobnosh. $ inici-
ativou na obnoveni RC Praha piisel lehdeji prezident RC Wien-Stadr-
park Dr. Emst Wunderbaldinger, ktery oslovil ing. Jitho Vibu a dal pod-
nét k ustaveni pipravného vibaru pro cbnevu RC Praha. Z Vidné a
z USA pak pfisly navrhy na kontaktovéni osobnosti, u kterych byl pred-
poklad, Ze by se mohly stét rotaridny. Jiz v lednu roku 1990 byl obno-
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vovany RC Praha's 25 ¢leny uznén Rotary International jako , klub v pfi-
pravé”, do jehoz Cela byl zvolen ing. Jifi Vrba. Rotary International roz-
hodlo, Ze obnovenim Rotary v tehdejiim Ceskoslovensku bude povéfen
distrikt 192 (zépadni Rakousko). Vedle RC Wien-Stadtpark se proto
patrondtnim klubem RC Praha stal také RC Salzburg-West, Do prdce na
obnové Rotary v Ceskoslovensku se velmi obatave pustil tehdejsi guver-
nér distriktu 192 Dr. Viktor Straberger. Jeho zdsluhou byl sougasné s RC
Praha obnoven také RC Ceské Budgjovice a poté fada dalzich klube.

Obnoveny RC Praha byl pfijat do Rotary International joko pinoprdyv-
ny klub dne 8.6.1990, o pét dni pozdsji pak RC Ceské Budéjovice. Do
funkce prezidenta RC Praha byl potvrzen ing. Jifi Vrba.

V Zerviu 1990 se konal vyroéni kongres Rotary International v Port-
landu ve stété Oregon (USA), kde bylo Ceskoslovensko spolu s dalimi
zemémi tak zvanych novych demokracii, vzniklych po padu zelezné
opony, slavnostné znovu uvitdno ve svétovém spolecenstvi Rotary. Jako
jeden z hlavnich fe&nik zde vystoupil ing. Jif Vrba. Na tomto kongresu
bylo rovnéz udéleno nejvyssi rotariénské vyznamendni Rotary Internatio-
nal Award for World Understanding prezidentu CSFR Vaclavu Havlovi,
kleré v zastoupeni pievzal jeho bratr van Havel. Sto fisic dolard, spoje-
nych s limto vyznamendnim, vénoval Véclav Havel na Eeské stipendia
v USA.

Velkou udélosti pro RC Praha se stalo slavnostni predani zaklddajici
charty obnoveného klubu (Charter Celebration), které se konalo
2.5.1991 v prazském Kongresovém paldci. Chartu predal svétovy prezi-
dent Rotary International Paulo V.C. Costa z Brazilie za 6casti 1016 rota-
rignt ze 17 zemi. Pro G&astniky slavnosti byl pripraven pétidenni pro-
gram, jehoZ soucdsti byly cemé kullurni akce (ndvitéva divadel a kon-
certd, ekumenicka bohosluzba, prohlidka Prahy, vylety do okoli) a fada
setkani jednollivych delegaci. Vzhledem k podminkéam poldtku devade-
sdtych let byla organizace této udélosti nesmirné ndroénd a Easto dobro-
druznd. Uznani za jejf Gspéch si zaslouzi tehdejsi predstavenstvo klubu a
zejména jeho clen rezisér Karel Czaban spolu s novindrkou Halinou
Pawlovskou.

Prvni schizky obnoveného RC Praha se konaly v tehdejsim Filmovém
klubu na Nérodni t7idé. Po zruieni Filmového klubu premistil klub své set-
kani do hotely Evropa, pozdéji do Obecniho domu a do hotely Pajiz.
Nyni se jiz fadu let pravidelné schdzi v Autoklubu Ceské republiky.

Pii svém znovuzakladani mél klub fadu piiznived. Mezi mnohymi, kteii
pomohli pfi jeho prvnich krocich, Ize jmenovat tehdejitho kancléfe prezi-
denta republiky Karla Schwarzenberga, rakouského, anglického o ame-
rického velvyslance i prazského primdtora. Rakousky velvyslanec Peterlik
a primdtor Kofdn se stali Eestnymi &leny RC Praha o pravideln& se z(¢ast-
fovali jeho schizi. Cleny klubu se stala fada Zelnych predstavitel
penéZnictvi, obchodu, primysly a kultury. Bohuel Zasové ndrocnost
jefich funkei fadu z nich tak zaneprézdnila, s museli své Elenstvi v klubuy
ukonéit.

RC Praha akfivng pomdhal pFi zakidddni nékolika dalsich Rotary
klubo.

Po obnoveni cesko-slovenského distriktu v roce 1999 se nektef Eleno-
vé aklivné zapojili také do prdce na distriktni trovni. Clen klubu od roku
1990 ing. Milan Roch se stal guvernérem distriktu pro rok 2002/03 a v
soutasnosti je &inovnikem zodpovédnym za rozvoj Elenstva. Ing. Karel
Hozik, clen klubu od roku 1999, je ¢inovnikem vybory pro sluzbu mla-

deZi. Soucasny prezident klubu Mgr. Jan Hladky je vydavatelem distrikt-



niho Easopisu Rotary Good News.

Od obnoveni &innosti vyviji RC Praha aktivni Einnost a napliiuje rotari-
anské myslenky na poli spolecenském, socidlnim i kulturnim.

Vroce 1995 klub distojné oslavil 70. vyroéi svého prvniho zalozen
slavnostnim  shromazdénim ve Spanglském sdle Prazského hradu za
OZasti mnoha domadcich i zahraniénich hosto.

Na poli spolegensko-kulturnim bylo nejvyznamnéjsi klubovou aktivitou
poslednich let uspofadani péti mezinérodnich ekonomickych konferenci,
zaméfenych na otazky vstupu Ceské republiky do Evropské unie. Na
téchto konferencich, pofadanych v letech 1999 az 2003, fada &eskych
i zahraniénich politiko, véded, manazerd a podnikateld seznamovala
rotarianskou i Siri vefejnost s aktuélnimi problémy pristupovych jednani.
Na konference navazovaly rotariénské plesy v hotelu Ambassador
s vysokou spoleéenskou vrovni.

Prostiedky, ziskané z vyt&zki spoledenskych akei, z dard zahraniénich
Klubo i jednotlivych rotariéand o ze sponzorskych dard, umoznily klubu
uskutecnit dlouhou fadu socidinghumanitérnich o kulturnich projekto.
Seznam téchto projekty je uveden v piiloze, nékteré z nich viak zasluhuji
podrobnéjsi zminku.

V devadesdtych letech byl spoleéné s japonskym partnerskym klubem
Kyoto-Rakuchu ve spolupraci se Svétovou zdravotnickou organizaci usku-
te¢nén projekt ockovani proti tuberkuloze v nékolika rozvojovych zemich.
V roce 1999 byl uskuteZnén projekt New Vision, v jehoz ramci byl do
Zambie vysldn operagni tym, ktery u 40 pacientd proved! operaci sedé-
ho zékalv a vratil jim zrak. Soucasné tento tym proved! proskoleni mist-
nich zdravotnikd. Tento projeki byl vyznamny zejména svym, mezinarod-
nim charakterem Kromé RC Praha se jej zocastnily také némecky klub
Nurnberg-Neumarkt a norsky RC Oslofjord, pfi éemz zambsijsky RC Chin-
gola zaijistil potiebné mistni zdzemi.

Klub opakované podporuje formou nékupu zafizen kojenecky vstav v
Praze 4 a azylovy dom pro matky s détmi.

Rozsdhlou pomoc poskytl klub obétem katastrofdIni povodns v roce
2002. Ze shromazdénych prostfedkd v hodnoté 1,8 milionu korun bylo
financovano nékolik vyznamnych projekts, z nichz nejrozsahlejsi byla
dodévka a instalace 15 obytnych bunék pro mésto Terezin.

Vletech 2002 az 2004 se podafilo rovnéz uskute&nit projekt, v jehoz
rémei byla z prostiedkd RC Praha a nékolika bavorskych a rakouskych
klubi financovéna oprava vice nez dvou set drobnych architektonickych
pamatek na Sumavé. Velkou pomoci pfispél zejména némecky distrikt
1950 v gele s guvernérem Fritsem Zeeuwem.

RC Praha rozviji od obnoveni své &innosti intenzivni styky se zahranié-
nimi Rotary kluby. V pocdteéni fézi to byly patrondini kluby RC Wien-
Stadtpark, RC Salzburg-West a RC New York-Hyde Park, v pozdéjsich
letech pak RC Kyoto-Rakuchu, RC Taipei a zejména RC Nurnberg-Neu-
markt. Viechny tyto kluby také vyznamné prispély na sociglni projekty
RC Praha. Intenzivni spoluprace existuje zejména s klubem Nurnberg-
Neumarkt, s nimz klub uskutenil jiz dlouhou fadu vzéjemnych névitév a
spolenych akei. Za zvlaitni zminky stoji organizovéni jiz dvou roéniko
rotarianské soutéze mladych hudebnikd z Ceska, Némecka a Francie.

Do oslav osmdesatého vyro&i svého prvniho zalozeni a patnactého
vyrodi svého obnoveni vstupuje RC Praha s pocity uspokojeni z dosud
vykonané prace a s plany na dalii rozvoj &innosti, naplijici rotarianské
myslenky a idedly.

Milan Roch PDG
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New Era

Immediately after the end of communist rule, in December 1989 first
steps for renewal of Rotary club in Prague were taken. Unluckily, due to
the 40 year's gap, no former members were available. The first iniciati-
ve to renew RC Prague came from Dr. Ernst Wunderbaldinger, president
of RC Wien- Stadtpark, who contacted Jifi Vrba and gave him an impul-
se o form a preparatory committee for renewal of RC Prague. Proposals
of personalities to be contacted as possible future Rotarians came also
from the USA, Austria and other countries. Already in January 1990 an
official founding meeting of 25 members took place and RC Prague
could be registered as club in foundation, Jifi Viba was elected presi-
dent. Based on the decision of RI, the district 192 (Austria West} was
made responsible for renewal of Rotary in Czechoslovakia . So together
with RC Wien-Stadipark also RC Salzburg-West became patron club for
RC Prague. Governor of district 192 Dr. Viktor Straberger with great ent-
husiasm took care of renewal of Czechoslovak Rotary clubs. Thanks to
his activity, together with RC Prague also RC Ceské Budsjovice was foun-
ded, followed by many other clubs.

The renewed RC Prague was officially admitted to Rotary International
on 8th june 1990. Jifi Viba was confirmed as club president.

In June 1990, the annual Rotary International Convention took place
in Portland (Oregon, USA). There Czechoslovakia, together with further
countries of the so called new democracies, formed after the fall of the
iron curtain, were solemnly welcomed in the international Rotary family.
Jifi Viba appeared there as one of the main speakers. At this convention,
Rotary International Award for World Understanding was given to the
president of Czechoslovakia Vaclav Havel. In his name, his brother Ivan
Havel took over the award. Vaclav Havel donated the gift of USD 100

19/



thousand, being part of the award, for scholarships of Czechoslovak stu-
dents in the USA.

The official Charter Celebration, which took place on 2nd May 1991
in the Prague Congress Palace, became a great event for RC Prague. The
charter was handed over by Rl president Paulo V. C. Costa from Brasil,
in the presence of 1016 Rotarians from 17 countries. A 5 day’s program
was prepared for the participants, including sightseeing and cultural
events.

During its refounding, the club had many supporters. Between others
who helped in the club’s first steps, Karel Schwarzenberg (at that time
chancellor of president Havel), the ambassadors of Austria, United King-
dom and the USA, as well as the mayor of Prague can be named. The
ambassador of Austria K. Peterlik and the mayor of Prague J. Kofan,
became honorary members of RC Prague and participated regularly at
its meetings. Many leading personalities from the field of banking,com-
merce, industry and culture became club members. Unluckily, part of
them had to terminate later their club membership because of time shor-
tage.

RC Prague actively helped in founding further Czech Rotary clubs.
After the renewal of the Czech-Slovak district 2240 in 1999, several
members are also active at the district level. Milan Roch, club member
from 1990, became district governor in 2002/03 and nowadays is
reponsible for the district and zone membership development, Karel
Hozik, club member from 1999, is active in the district youth service, Jan
Hladky, member from 1998 and club president 2005/06, is the publis-
her of the district magazine Rotary Good News.

Since the renewal of its activity RC Prague is trying its best to imple-
ment the ideas of Rotary in the field of social, humanitarian and cultural
projects.

In 1995, the club solemnly celebrated its 70th anniversary at a festive
meeting in the Prague castle in the presence of many domestic and fore-
ign guests.

In the social-cultural field, the most important club activity of the recent
years was the organization of 5 international conferences focused on the
problems of entering of the Czech Republic into the European Union. At
these conferences, which took place in the years 19992003, many
Czech and foreign politicians, scientists, managers and enterpreneurs
informed Rotarians and the public about actual problems of the access
negotiations. The conferences were followed by official Rotarian balls

The financial means, collected from the proceeds of social events, gifts
from foreign clubs and Rotarians, as well as from sponsors, enabled the
club to realize many humanitarian and cultural projects. Their complete
list is shown in the enclosure. Some of them, however, are worth to be
mentioned here,

In the nineties, together with the partner RC Kyoto Rakuchu and the
World Health Organization, a project of vaccination against tuberculosis
was organized in several developing countries.

In the year 1999 the project New Vision was implemented. In the
frame of this project a medical team was sent to Zambia to operate cata-
ract patients. During 10 days 40 blind patients underwent an operation
enabling them to see again. This project had an international character,
besides RC Prague participated RC Nurnberg- Neumarkt (Germany) and
RC Oslofjord (Norway), while the Zambian RC Chingola looked after all
local arrangements.

During catatrophic floods in 2002 RC Prague with the support from fri-
endly clubs and sponsors was able to bring help to the flood victims in
the value of 1.8 million CZK. The substantial part was the supply of 15
movable houses to the town of Terezin.

A successful project was pearformed in the years 2002-2004. Using
financial means from several Austrian and Bavarian Rotary clubs, espe-
cially from the German district 1950 {with the substantial support of its
governor Frits Zeeuw) and its own funds, RC Prague took care of repairs
of more than 200 small architectural monuments in the Czech-Bavarian
border area.

From the renewal of its activity RC Prague develops intensive contacts
with clubs in other countries. In the first years friendly contacts existed
with patron clubs Wien-Stadtpark und Salzburg-West, as well as RC
Hyde Park (New York,USA) and BC Doncaster (Great Britain). Later on
contact ralations were developed with RC Kyoto Rukuchu (Japan) and
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especially with RC Nurnberg- Neumarkt (Germany). All these clubs sup-
ported also the humanitarian projects of RC Prague.

An intensive cooperation exists especially with RC Nurnberg-Neu-
markt, with which RC Prague realized many mutual visits and joint pro-
jects. Especially worth mentioning is the organization of two Rotarian
competitions of young mussicians from Prague, Nurnberg and lyon {Fran-
cel.

Celebrating the 80th anniversary of its foundation and the 15th anni-
versary of its renewal, RC Prague is proud of the results of its activities till
this time. It enters into the further years with plans of further activities,
implementing the ideas of Rotary.
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PREZIDENTI ROTARY KLUBU PRAHA
List of presidents of RC Prague

1925/27 JUDr. Antonin Sum
1927/28 Prof. Dr. V. Tille

1928/29 J. Uhrmann

1929/30 V. Sorel

1930/31 Dr. M. Jang

1931/32 Dr. F. Peroutka

1932/33 Dr. J. Slemr

1933/34 Dr. Ing. O. Kruli#Randa
1934/35 PhDr. O. Pertold
1935/36 JUDr. J. Kollar

1936/37 Dr. J. Havelka

1937/38 Ing. V. M. Havel
1938/39 Ing. K. Jedli¢ka

1939 JUDr. T. Kopecky
1939-1945 zdkaz &innosti / activity forbidden
1946/47 JUDr. T. Kopecky
1947/48 Dr. J. Smolak

1948-1989 zdkaz &innosti / activity forbidden
1990/91 Ing. Jifi Vrba

1991/92 Ing. Jaroslav Wiinsch
1992/93 Ing. Zdenék Feigl
1993/94 Ing. Karel Tumli¥
1994/95 Ing. Vojtéch Holy
1995/96 Doc. MUDr. Ludék Trnka
1996/97 Ing. Milan Roch
1997/98 Ing. Arch. Ale3 Cihelka
1998/99 MUDr. Stanislav Kusy
1999/2000 Ing. Lubos Pi3

2000/01 Ing. Pavel Pop

2001/02 Ing. Zdenék Neckdr
2002/03 Ing. Pavel Spagil / MUDr. Jaroslav Masopust
2003/04 MUDr. Jaroslay Masopust
2004/05 Ing. Josef Léb!

2005/06 Mgr. Jan Hladky



Humanitarni projekty RC Praha po roce 1990
Humanitarian Projects of RC Prague after 1990

® Dar 20 000 ATS a 50 000 K¢ Nadaci dobré vile Olgy Havlové

® Distribuce 50 000 kusd ucebnic, darovanych americkymi rotaridny, ¢eskym univerzitam

® Dar 3 500 USD na podporu programu boje proti rakoviné stfev (ve spolupraci s RC Wuppertal, RC Leverku-
sen a RC Northbrook)

® Dar lékaiskych nastrojo v hodnoté 2 800 USD novorozenecké klinice v Praze

® Vybaveni domova hendikepovanych déti v Liberci v hodnoté 3 500 USD

® Dar 1 800 USD pro hendikepovanou divku na pobyt v letnim tdboie v Anglii

® Dar v hodnoté 100 000 K& na podporu vyzkumného programu transplantace jater (1997)

® Pomoc obétem zdplav na Moravé (zdravotni material v hodnoté 250 000 K& a finanéni podpora 50 000 K¢)
- (1997)

® Koupé protézy ruky pro hendikepovanou divku (spoleéné s americkym sponzorem)

® Dar oftalmoskop nemocnici Bulovka ve spoluprdci s francouzskymi rotaridny

® Pomoc obétem zdplav ve vychodnich Cechdch v hodnoté 20 000 K& (1998)

® Dar anglickych uéebnic v hodnoté 15 200 USD skoldm v Zambii (1998)

® Koupé audiokazet pro matefské 3kolky (financovano z dard v probshu klubové schizky)

® Finanéni piispévek 15 000 K¢ na koupi pocitadd pro Romskou socidlni skolu v Koliné (1998)

® Vanocni dar v hodnoté 60 000 K& pro Kojenecky Ustav v Praze-Kréi (1998)

® Projekt New Vision - vyslani oftalmo-chirurgického tymu do Zambie k provedeni operace sedého zdkalu u 40

pacientd (za pomoci RC Nirberg-Neumarkt a RC Oslofijord) - (1999)

® Projekt Deafnet - vybaveni organizace neslysicich poéitaci v hodnoté 35 000 K& (2000)
® Podpora azylového domu pro tyrané déti v Praze 2 - postupny ndkup vybaveni v hodnoté 150 000 K¢&
® Pomoc postizenym povodni ve stiednich Cechach v roce 2002 -v celkové hodnoté 1 840 000 K&
(za spolutcasti RC Kyoto-Rakuchu, RC Taipei, RC Niirnberg-Neumarkt a dalsich sponzord):
- doddvka a montdz 15 bytovych bunék pro Terezin
- nové stiecha pro domov ddchodcd v Tuhdni
- oprava Dvofdkova gymndzia v Kralupech
- vysousece vlhkosti pro Sttedni grafickou kolu
- piispévek na opravu Ndprstkova muzea v Libéchové
- pispévek na opravu Rudolfina v Praze
® Obnova drobnych architektonickych pamdtek na Sumavé v celkové hodnoté 1,5 milionu K& (za spoludéasti
fady némeckych a rakouskych RC, zejména distikiu 1950) - (2002-4)
® Spolufinancovani soutéze mladych hudebnikd z Norimberka, Prahy a Lyonu
® Financni piispévek 10 000 K& na obnovu Tater (2004)
® Prispévek 5 000 USD obétem zemétieseni v Japonsku (dar pro RC Kyoto-Rakuchu) - 2004
® Prispévek 1 000 USD obétem katastrofy v jizni Asii (prostiednictvim UNICEF) - 2005
® Prispévek 40 000 K¢ na vydani publikace a CD pro preventivni vychovu déti v dopravnim provozu
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